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[bookmark: _Hlk219807930]The opportunity 
Young Queenslanders aged 12-25, in partnership with an Auspice Organisation, are invited to apply for grant funding to design and deliver impactful community events during Queensland Youth Week (QYW) 2026, taking place from 11 April to 19 April 2026. These grants aim to empower young people to showcase their skills, achievements, and contributions to their communities. 
Grant details
· Funding of up to $10,000 (inclusive of GST) is available for each approved event.
· Events must align with at least one of the key focus areas listed below. Applications for events that do not align with any focus area will not be eligible for funding.
Key focus areas 
QYW celebrates and recognises the talents, achievements, and contributions of young people to their communities, Queensland, and the world around them. With a focus on empowering young people and providing pathways for growth, the following key areas outline the pillars of support, opportunity, and development that are essential to fostering positive futures for Queensland's young people. 
Applicants for Community Event Grants will have the option to choose from two focus areas:
· Young Queenslanders Strategy (YQS); or
· Achieving balance: The Queensland Alcohol and Other Drugs Plan 2022-2027 (Achieving balance). 
The YQS focuses on the importance of supporting and guiding young people along their pathways to:
· Participate in the world around them through exploration and positive influence.
· Cultivate their futures supported by access to tailored opportunities that nurture their unique needs and interests.
· Live their best lives empowered and equipped with the information, resources and support they need to get there.
· Thrive in our communities knowing they are connected, celebrated and resilient.
	[bookmark: _Hlk219808422][bookmark: _Hlk219808440]Key focus area
	Description
	YQS pathway alignment

	Active Participation and Positive Impact
	Enable young people to actively participate in and influence their communities in meaningful ways. Events aligned with this focus area could involve community service projects, civic engagement activities, or initiatives that allow young people to express their voices and make a positive impact in their local area.
	Participate

	Future Pathways and Opportunities
	Support young people in cultivating their futures through tailored educational and career opportunities. Events might include skill-building workshops, mentorship programs, career fairs, or entrepreneurial initiatives that equip young people with the tools, resources, and connections they need to pursue their aspirations.
	Cultivate their futures

	Empowered Living and Personal Growth
	Equip young people with the information, resources, and support needed to navigate their journeys and achieve their goals. This focus area includes events that provide practical life skills, personal development opportunities, and access to supportive networks. Activities might involve skill-building workshops, educational sessions, or mentorship programs that empower young people to make informed choices, set goals, and confidently pursue their ambitions.
	Live their best lives

	Community Connection and Resilience
	Foster a sense of belonging and celebration within communities, helping young people feel connected and valued. Events in this focus area could focus on bringing young people together through shared cultural, creative, or social activities that celebrate diversity, build resilience, and strengthen community ties.
	Thrive


Achieving balance identifies young people as a priority population for alcohol and other drug (AOD) interventions and sets out targeted actions to strengthen prevention, early intervention, diversion, and harm reduction.
Key priorities for young people include:
· Early identification and support young people at risk.
· Evidence-informed prevention and targeted early intervention programs.
· Opportunities for engagement in education, social, cultural, and vocational activities.
· Culturally safe, community-led initiatives that divert people away from the justice system into health and social supports.
· Active involvement of young people in co-designing programs and responses.
· Tailored support for those most at risk, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander youth and young people involved in youth justice or out-of-home care. 
The focus area aims to support the delivery of youth-led, evidence-informed events designed to reduce AOD-related harm and improve health and wellbeing outcomes for young people. 
These focus areas are as follows: 
	Key focus area
	Description
	Target level

	Prevention
	Strengthen protective factors and delay initiation into AOD use
	All young people (universal)

	Early Intervention
	Identify and support young people experimenting or showing emerging risk, prevent escalation and enhance resilience.
	Higher-risk groups (selective)

	Harm Reduction
	Reduce AOD related harms, promote informed decision-making, and improve access to services
	Young people already using AOD (Indicated)


The Community Event Grants must align with at least one of the focus areas in the two tables above.


Objectives 
The following objectives outline the key goals of the Community Event Grants, focusing on creating meaningful opportunities, improving wellbeing, and fostering a supportive environment for young people to thrive. These objectives aim to empower young people, celebrate their contributions, and support events that foster positive outcomes for individuals and communities.
· Empower Young People to Participate and Lead
· Support youth-led events that involve young people in decision-making, design and delivery and enabling them to participate in, explore and positively influence the communities around them. 
· Promote Health, Wellbeing and Harm Reduction
· Deliver events that focus on strengthening protective factors, supporting early intervention for young people at risk, and reducing harms related to AOD use through promoting informed decision-making and improving access to appropriate services. The event aims to enhance overall health, wellbeing and resilience of young people across their communities.
· Celebrate and support diversity and Culturally Safe and Inclusive Approaches
· Provide culturally safe and inclusive opportunities that are respectful and celebrate the diverse cultural identities, fostering environments where all feel valued and supported. This includes celebrating the talents and contributions of young people while addressing unique needs of priority groups and diverse communities. This includes acknowledging any events that may include impacts of trauma on young people, ensuring they are engaged in a positive, supportive and non-judgemental manner. 
· Foster Pathways for Growth and Development
· Create tailored opportunities that address young people’s unique needs and interests, supporting them to live their best lives and thrive in their communities. 
· Build Strong Partnerships for Collective Impact
· Collaborate with local organisations, networks and community stakeholders to deliver events that are responsive to community needs and provide meaningful opportunities for young people to connect, grow and thrive. 
Funding requirements 
The funds provided through this application process must be used in accordance with the Grants Application guidelines and Grant contract and cannot be allocated for any other purpose.
The funds can be not used for activities that involve lobbying or commercial ventures for personal gain or fundraising activities, including promotional use of products or product endorsement. This includes promotion or endorsement of alcohol or other drugs. 
How to manage your event and grant 
When developing your event, you must partner with a local community group or organisation to act as your Auspice Organisation. An auspice is a registered organisation that manages grant funding on your behalf. This organisation will be your official partner, providing public liability insurance and working with you to deliver the event. 
Partnering with a registered Auspice Organisation is mandatory. This ensures accountability and provides the necessary support throughout the planning and delivery of your event. 
Throughout the planning and delivery of the event, you will be called the Event Coordinator, while the partnering organisation will be referred to as the Auspice Organisation.
The Auspice Organisation will:
· Invoice the Queensland Government for the total funding amount.
· Monitor and report on funding-related matters.
· Provide a copy of their current public liability insurance.
You, as the Event Coordinator, will:
· Plan and deliver the event.
· Manage financial reconciliation.
· Submit the final event report.
Both parties should clearly agree on their roles and responsibilities in advance. The Auspice Organisation will handle financial management and support you in accordance with these arrangements.
All parties must comply with the child safety legislation and standards. Applicants working with children or young people under 18 must meet the requirements of the Queensland Child Safe Organisations Act 2024, including the 10 Child Safe Standards and the Universal Principle of Cultural Safety. For more information: https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/childsafe/standards. 
How to apply 
Applications from applicants aged 12-25 should be submitted by 5 pm (AEST) 22 February 2026 and should include the following:
· completed QYW Community Event Grants Application Form (available as a hard copy or online submission); and
· signed Endorsement from your Auspice Organisation.
Submit hard copy applications to:
· Email: QYW@hpw.qld.gov.au 
Apply online here:
· https://www.qld.gov.au/youth/get-involved/youthweek/community-event-grants/apply-community-event-grant   
Applicants under the age of 18 are eligible to apply; however, if you are 17 or younger, you must include written consent from a parent or guardian with your application. This consent must confirm that your parent or guardian approves your participation in the grant application process and, if successful, acknowledges and agrees to your delivery of an event for QYW 2026.
Timing 
You will be notified of the outcome of your application by 13 March 2026. If your application is successful, you may begin preparation of your event/s. 
To be eligible for the Community Event Grants, as least one of your events must take place during Queensland Youth Week which runs from 11 April 2026 and 19 April 2026.
If you plan to hold an additional event, it must be completed by 30 June 2026. 
If all events are delivered by 19 April 2026, an acquittal report is required to be submitted via email to QYW@hpw.qld.gov.au by 15 May 2026.
If additional events are delivered outside of Queensland Youth Week an acquittal report is required to be submitted via email to QYW@hpw.qld.gov.au by 30 July 2026.
Additional supporting materials
Additional supporting material to support your application includes:
· Young Queenslanders Strategy | Youth | Queensland Government.
· Achieving balance: The Queensland Alcohol and Other Drugs Plan.
The Queensland Mental Health Commission engaged the Alcohol and Drug Foundation (ADF) to develop a guide to support communities to develop evidence-based AOD primary prevention initiatives. It includes a range of tools and resources to help identify and prioritise local needs; engage communities; and evaluate the impact of initiatives. 

Applicants are encouraged to refer to this resource when preparing an application if they are planning to deliver youth AOD prevention initiatives.
· Bringing communities together: A guide on how to prevent alcohol and other drug harm in the community. 
· Appendix 2. Overview of prevention response activities and evaluation.
Assessment criteria
Applications will be evaluated based on the following criteria:
Mandatory requirements
All sections of the application form have been completed. The Auspice Organisation has signed the Endorsement section, and a copy of their Public Liability Insurance has been provided.
If the Event Coordinator is under 18 years old, a signed parent or guardian consent form must be provided with the application.
Alignment with focus areas
Applicants must clearly demonstrate how their event aligns with one or more of the key focus areas. The application should address the needs of young Queenslanders and outline how the event will positively contribute to their community.
Event feasibility, quality, and delivery capacity
Evidence must be provided of the applicant’s capacity to deliver a high-quality event within the proposed timeline and budget. This includes submitting a well-defined event plan that outlines key phases and timelines.
Community impact and engagement
Applications must detail the expected outcomes and community impact of the event. This includes strategies for engaging the community, building partnerships, and creating opportunities for ongoing benefits or sustainability.
Value for money
A detailed budget must be provided, demonstrating cost-effectiveness, value for investment, and clear justification for all proposed expenses.
Evidence based
For applications related to focus areas under Achieving balance, the proposed initiatives should be informed by existing and/or emerging evidence in AOD prevention, early intervention and/or harm reduction. Applications will be assessed on:
1. how the proposed initiative is supported by evidence or emerging evidence.
2. how it builds on what is already known or contributes to new learning.
Important note
The Queensland Government reserves the right to decline or withdraw funding for events deemed inappropriate or controversial. All applications will be reviewed in accordance with the policies and standards of the Queensland Government. 


QYW Community Event Grants Application
Key contact information 
Event coordinator details
	Name:
	

	Age:
	

	Mobile Number:
	

	Email Address:
	

	Preferred method of communication (e.g., email, phone):
	

	If under 18:
Parent/Guardian Name
	

	If under 18:
Parent/Guardian Mobile number
	

	If under 18:
Parent/Guardian Email 
	



Auspice organisation details
	Organisation Name:
	

	Registered Address of the Organisation:
	

	Postal Address:
	

	Contact Person:
	

	Telephone Number:
	

	Mobile:
	

	Email Address:
	

	Public Liability Insurance:
	☐ $10 Million

	Insurance Company:
	

	Policy Number:
	

	Expiry Date:
	

	Australian Business Number (ABN):
	

	GST Registered:
	☐ Yes       ☐ No



Key event information 
	Event details

	Event Name:
	

	Event Planning Start Date:
	

	Event Planning End Date:
	

	Event Delivery Date:
	

	Event Location:

	Please identify the location/s in your community where the event will be delivered (e.g., town, suburb, venue): 


	Event description

	Provide a description of the event.


	Target groups (select all that apply)

	Ages:
     ☐  11 Years or younger
     ☐  12 – 18 Years
     ☐  18 – 25 Years
     ☐  26 Years or older
Community Demographics:
     ☐  Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander peoples
     ☐  Culturally and Linguistically Diverse (CALD)
     ☐  People with disabilities
     ☐  LGBTQIA+
     ☐  Priority community/communities (please identify:____________________)

	Additional partnership opportunities

	Do you intend to collaborate with any additional partners for your event?
     ☐  Yes
     ☐  No
If yes, please provide details about the partners you plan to collaborate with, their roles, and how this partnership will enhance your event.


	Alignment with key focus areas

	Please identify the focus area/s that your event aligns with by ticking the relevant box(es) below. See grant guidelines for definitions. 
Young Queenslanders Strategy
     ☐  Active Participation and Positive Impact
     ☐  Future Pathways and Opportunities
     ☐  Empowered Living and Personal Growth
     ☐  Community Connection and Resilience

Achieving balance: The Queensland Alcohol and Other Drugs Plan 2022-2027
     ☐  Prevention
     ☐  Early intervention
     ☐  Harm reduction

	Please briefly explain how your event will contribute to the selected focus area(s) and the anticipated outcomes for the community. 








	If the proposed initiative has a focus area from Achieving balance, explain how it is supported by research or evidence. You can do this by:
· Sharing links or references from reports, websites, or research about AOD
· Explaining how the proposed initiative aligns with what works in prevention, early intervention or harm reduction.
Please also outline:
· Any help or supports you need to run it safely (this may include AOD service partnerships to enable referral pathways, training, the presence of a qualified counsellor, or other wellbeing or cultural safety supports)’
· Additional supports to ensure the event is accessible and inclusive.


Event objectives and outcomes
Event objectives
Briefly outline the objectives of your event and how your event will make a positive impact within the community. Please also outline how you will engage with young people and promote your event.
	Event objectives

	 

	Engagement and promotion strategy

	 


Event outcomes
Outline the outcomes you aim to achieve, the positive impact you expect, and how you will measure success. Consider how these outcomes will:
· Celebrate and recognise the talents, achievements, and contributions of young people.
· Promote positive health and wellbeing, including mental, emotional, and social wellbeing and reduce AOD related harms.
Example Outcome: Empower young people to develop leadership skills, build community connections, and make safe and informed choices about AOD use.
Example Impact: The event will celebrate young people’s talents and achievements through activities such as leadership workshops, creative showcases, and interactive sessions that promote positive decision-making around AOD use. The event aims to foster a sense of belonging, build resilience, and strengthen peer networks. Anticipated positive changes include increased confidence, improved leadership abilities, greater knowledge of AOD risks.
Example How you will measure: Outcomes will be assessed through pre- and post-event surveys to measure changes in participants' self-reported leadership skills and confidence. Attendance and engagement levels will also be tracked to evaluate the reach and inclusivity of the event. 
	Outcome One:

	Impact:
	






	How you will measure:
	






	Outcome Two:

	Impact:
	





	How you will measure:
	







Please copy the above table if you want to capture more than two (2) outcomes

Event plan and timetable
Provide detailed information about proposed procedures, the scope of work and expected timeline for the event. Break the event into phases and scope of work (planning, preparation, communication, delivery, wrap-up etc.) with timeframes. Please include contingency planning to provide alternative options if something does not go according to plan. Please also outline how you will ensure your event is inclusive and accessible to all young Queenslanders.
	Phase One

	Start Date:
	
	End Date:
	

	Description of work/activity

	






	Phase Two

	Start Date:
	
	End Date:
	

	Description of work/activity

	






	Phase Three

	Start Date:
	
	End Date:
	

	Description of work/activity

	






	Phase Four

	Start Date:
	
	End Date:
	

	Description of work/activity

	





	Contingency planning measures

	

	Accessibility measures

	






Budget
Develop an event budget in the table below or complete a spreadsheet with a list of proposed costs.
	Budget criteria

	Eligible costs include:
· Operating costs relating directly to the event, such as: 
· Venue hire 
· Equipment hire (lights, amps, sports equipment) 
· Accessibility services (ramps, interpreters) 
· Administrative expenses, such as: 
· Postage 
· Printing 
· Stationery 
· Insurance expenses 
· Travel/transport expenses (with receipts) 
· Advertising and publicity costs (max 20% of the budget), such as: 
· Digital ads and social media post boosting 
· Posters and flyers 
· Event branding 
· Catering costs 
· Performance fees 
· Activity consumables, such as: 
· Art supplies (paints, pencils, paper) for art activities 
· Craft materials (thread, yarn, fabric) for craft-based activities 
· Ingredients for cooking workshops 
· Health, safety and hygiene consumables, such as: 
· Sunscreen for outdoor activities 
· Hand sanitiser and wipes 
· Basic first aid supplies 
	Ineligible costs include:
· Salaries and wages for event planning administration
· Alcohol 
· Capital works 
· Purchase of tangible or intangible assets, such as: 
· Computers, phones, tablets 
· Tools or machinery 
· Vehicles 
· Furniture 
· Software (including subscription costs) 
· Purchase of significant equipment, such as stage equipment (lights, amps) 
· Gifts 

	Event budget

	Item
	Description
	$ Amount

	Example: Administration
	Printing costs for 100 flyers
	$150

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Total
	$

	How will you coordinate the budget?



Key personnel
List the key personnel responsible for event completion, along with their respective roles.
	Person’s Name
	Organisation
	Responsibility

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Notes

	





Reporting
I understand that if I am successful, post the completion of the planning and delivery of the event, the following will be required:
· The Event Coordinator will complete the Acquittal Report template provided by the Queensland Government Office for Youth. This report must be submitted no later than 15 May 2026 if all events are delivered during Queensland Youth Week. If additional events are delivered outside of Queensland Youth Week an acquittal report is required by 30 July 2026.
· [bookmark: _Preparing_promotional_add-ons][bookmark: _Hlk20839838]Include any feedback from participants and community stakeholders regarding the event’s impact.
Endorsement
The Auspice Organisation must endorse this completed proposal prior to submission.
	SUBMISSION ENDORSED BY:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(must be signed by a person who has authority to sign on behalf of the Auspice Organisation)

	Name
	

	Position
	

	Registered Name of Auspice Organisation
	

	Date of approval
	



The Event Coordinator should include any supporting materials for the proposal, such as:
· Research materials, media articles, or statistics
· Budget with quotes/estimates
· Auspice Organisation's Public Liability Insurance
· Any additional information or correspondence that supports your proposal
· Letter of support from the Auspice Organisation
· Any letters or agreements with community groups or stakeholders involved in the event.
· Overview of how the event will be publicised, including channels and strategies.
	EVENT COORDINATORS/APPLICANT’S SIGNATURE:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

	Name
	

	Date of approval
	





If applicant is under 18, the below parent/guardian consent is also required.
	Signed:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(must be signed by Parent/Guardian)

	First Name
	

	Last Name
	

	Relationship to applicant
	

	Mobile
	

	Email
	

	Date
	


Privacy statement 
The Department of Housing and Public Works is collecting personal information from you, including information about your:
· Name
· Email address
· Signature
· Address
· Telephone number
· Date of birth.
We are collecting this information to facilitate the application, assessment, management, and evaluation processes for the Queensland Youth Week Community Events Grants opportunities.
We will only use your information for this purpose. It will otherwise not be used or disclosed unless authorised or required by law. Your personal information will be handled in accordance with the Information Privacy Act 2009. 
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